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GHI – River Valley Civilizations                                                 Mrs. Valdes
	Ancient River Valley

Civilization
	Mesopotamia
Aka: Sumeria, Assyria, Land between two rivers 

	Geography
	· Called “Land between 2 rivers”

· Located between Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
· Fertile soil (good for farming)

· Irrigation systems used to prevent flooding and water crops

· No natural barriers, therefore Mesopotamia was invaded often


	Social Structure
	· Kings & Priests were the highest class

· Nobles (land owners) and scribes

· Middle class (artisans, merchants, farmers) most of population

· Slaves were the lowest class

· Status of women declined (Did you know that husbands could sell their wives and children into slavery?? Well ladies and gents, they could and did!!)



	Economic 

(How did they earn a living?)
	· Agriculture (farming) was the primary occupation (job) of most people

· Artisans and merchants (traders) were next

· Evidence of trade with Egypt and India – cultural diffusion

	Political


	· Kings represented the Gods of the city-state

· Sumerians were the first settlers
· City-states – each city and surrounding farmland acted an an independent country
· King Hammurabi invades Mesopotamia, conquered Sumeria and establishes Babylonia (Babylon).  King Hammurabi unified the city-states of Mesopotamia.


	Major Contributions


	· Sumerians built the 1st wheeled vehicles, irrigation systems and metal plow to make farming easier

· Sumerians built Ziggurats  or temples to honor the gods

· Sumerians created cuneiform – world’s oldest form of writing

· Epic of Gilgamesh – oldest written story

· Babylonians created the 1st lunar calendar

· 360º circle




